
 

 

Marching in Silence 

 

The last time we were together in worship we reflected on God bringing His people Israel across 

the Jordon River and into the promised land!  That was a powerful act and one which laid the 

ground work for the people of Israel to move into the land and inhabit it! 

 

There was at least one fly in Israel’s ointment as they were settling in to inhabit the land!  That 

fly was the city of Jericho in hostile Canaanite hands!  From a strategic point of view - both 

physical and spiritual - Jericho needed to be taken by the people of Israel! 

 

How in the world could the Israelites take the city?  Just as they pondered how they’d get across 

the Jordon River in flood so that people pondered how they would take the city of Jericho! 

 

Jericho’s walls were high and thick.  The city was well fortified.  The fighting force in that city 

would make Israel pay a high price in taking the city! 

 

What to do?  Again God stepped in!  God commanded the people of Israel to march around the 

city of Jericho once each day for 6 days.  They were to march in silence.  Not a word.  Not a 

threat or jeer thrown at the king, people, or fighting force of Jericho! 

 

The war horns could blow - but they themselves were to be silent! 

 

Who ever heard of an army doing that?  I don’t know much about military tactics past or present 

but I know that intimation and gaining the psychological high ground over whoever you are 

opposing is very important!   

 

You’d aim to display a far greater fighting force that you had.  You’d amplify your abilities and 

might.  You’d call down your adversaries in word and deed!  You’d bully them before you even 

throw a spear or loosed an arrow! 

 

So what did God command the Israelites to do?  Walk about the perimeter of Jericho in silence!  

That was as big an ask or tell as jumping into the Jordon river in flood!  The people of Israel 

were to take the counter intuitive divine instruction and live it out in a faithful response to God! 

 

Imagine the discipline it would have taken to form ranks, to follow the priests and the arc of the 

covenant, and to march around the outside of Jericho in silence!  I have often wondered whether 

the words discipline and disciple are related? 

 

I believe the two words are related!  Discipline is very important in discipleship!  If nothing else 

discipline calls God’s people then and now to accept God as teacher.  God teaches.  We learn and 

apply what is taught! 

 

God was certainly teaching the people of Israel yet again to trust Him and follow Him!  It was 

very much God leading the way!  As the people formed up in their ranks on the outside of 

Jericho God was waiting for them to get things in order.  Once they were in ranks and ready to 

go God moved to the front of the procession and as much said - forward ho!   

 



 

 

And forward ho the Israelites went!  Forward ho they went in silence.  Forward ho they went in 

trust.  Forward ho they went in obedience.  Forward ho they went in the power of God to 

transform themselves, the moment, the opportunity, the challenge - even the fortified city! 

 

God was teaching that not even a fortified city could, would, or eventually did withstand His 

power!  God could have brought the city walls down without the exercise in obedience and trust.  

God could simply have said - walls come down. And those walls would have come tumbling 

down like dominos on an unstable table. 

 

God, however, was teaching His people through a seven day process.  They were to walk around 

the city in silence once for those first six days.  Then they would disperse and go about their 

business.   

 

In those six days the people behind and on the walls of Jericho must have been thinking - what in 

the world are those characters up to?  What are they thinking?  That is the weirdest thing we’ve 

ever seen!   

 

The weirdest thing those people in Jericho ever saw went on for a full week!  I wonder if there 

can be an allusion to God’s six days of creation?!  Clearly in the story before us this morning 

God didn’t being into creation all things but God did bring into creation a people worthy of 

inhabiting the land God gave them! 

 

With that said they were not a perfect people by any stretch of the imagination.  However God’s 

creation and re-creation work continued to perfect, strengthen, and empower the people of Israel.  

The teachings of God, and the prophetic tweaking of God’s people was an ongoing process.  God 

wasn’t and in fact isn’t finishing creating and recreating we His people into our present and 

future contexts.   

 

The first six days clearly led up to the seventh!  God lay the ground work in those six days.  On 

the seventh day God had the people of Israel march around the walls of Jericho 7 times!  Once 

they had completed the seventh lap the people of Israel let out a powerful, faithful, obedient, 

exuberant shout!   

 

They were commanded to shout and when they shouted, it brought the walls down!  Clearly it 

wasn’t their shout alone!  God used the sound of the shout to shake the very foundations of the 

walls of Jericho, and the walls did indeed come tumbling down! 

 

The walls were not the only things that came tumbling down that day!  The fears, doubts, and 

worries of the people of Israel came tumbling down in the same instant that the walls fell!  

Whatever had held the people of Israel back from effectively following God and entering the 

promised land fully and freely came tumbling down!   

 

Here we have what can be described as a lived or living parable.  Who could have anticipated 

that the silent disciplined march of the people of Israel and then their shout would have brought 

those walls down?!  The people didn’t know what the marching, the silence, and the shout would 

do?!   

 



 

 

They followed in God’s footsteps and found themselves remolded, reshaped, renewed, 

empowered through living and interacting with the parable of the silent march and then the 

shout! 

 

I am reminded of a story about Jesus and His disciples.  I’m not sure where the story came from 

or who told it. But it is a good story! 

 

One day Jesus and the disciples were walking toward Jericho.  At a point early in the journey 

Jesus told John to pick up a rock.  John and the others thought it was an odd command but John 

did as he was told by Jesus and picked up a medium sized rock. 

 

Jesus then told John to carry the rock as they walked along.  So John did. 

 

The morning passed. Jesus and the disciples stopped by a stream.  They washed their faces, 

hands, and feet.  Jesus then had them sit down in the shade.  Jesus then asked John for the rock 

he carried.   

 

John gave Jesus the rock.  Jesus took the rock.  Gave God the Father thanks.  Then Jesus turned 

the rock into the most wonderful bread any of them had ever tasted!  They all were fed and 

satisfied.   

 

As they resumed their journey Jesus told Peter to pick up a rock and carry it.  Peter picked up a 

honking big rock and carried it all afternoon!  It was a burden to carry but Peter thought of the 

payback in the evening! 

 

Evening came.  They found a place to camp by a stream.  Again they washed themselves.   

 

Then Peter being Peter asked Jesus about the rock?!  Throw the rock into the river Jesus said!  

“What?”  a vexed Peter responded!  However, Peter did as he was told and threw the rock into 

the water with a flourish! 

 

Jesus took this as a teachable moment for all the disciples.  Jesus asked Peter rather pointedly - 

who Peter carried the rock for?  For himself or for Jesus?! 

 

Whether it is walls falling or stones being thrown into the water, the upshot is the same - we are 

being taught by God in Christ Jesus and indeed are being remade through the teaching.  God is 

bringing down whatever walls we’ve put up between ourselves, others, and Him.  God is 

speaking into these moments words of power and grace as we begin the Shared Ministry.  God is 

including us in living parables so that we take up God’s marching orders and do so with a hop 

skip and a jump! 

 

God is teaching and we are learning!  

 

Thanks be to God for God’s Word to us today?!  Amen! 
 


